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Welcome from TAC Chair 
With great pleasure, I am finally able to welcome you to Calgary, and am looking 
forward to seeing long-time friends and meeting new friends. Teachers Raphaëlle 
Orgeret, Robert McOwen, and Jeanne Moody will inspire us to improve the skills 
that have been underused in the last two years, and musicians Judi Nicolson, Ian 
Muir, Kathy Fraser-Collins, Fred Collins, and Mary Ross will propel us onto the 
floor and up in the air with the beauty and drive of their music. 

I wish good luck to the Candidates - they are the future of this dance form we love 
so much. Do help these new teachers, and give their feet some relief, by being a 
stooge (or an angel) for them. Their tutors, Rebecca Blackhall-Peters and Geoffrey 
Selling, with pianist, Gary Thomas, will give them skills that will remain with 
them for their teaching career. 

Many thanks to Summer Events Director, Kathy Simonsen, and the Committee 
who have worked tirelessly for the last few years to bring the TAC Summer Events 
to life; and to Sharon Barker, and the local Hospitality Committee, who seem to 
think of everything to make our stay in Calgary memorable. 

Remember to pace yourself, relax, take a break, and enjoy being in Calgary. Let’s 
Dance! 

Ellen Sears 

Welcome from Summer Events Director 
On behalf of the Summer Events Committee, I am very happy to be welcoming 
you all to Mount Royal this summer. It is hard to believe that nearly three years 
have passed since we last here, and little did we suspect in 2019 that Summer 
School would have such a long hiatus. It is so exciting to be back dancing together, 
and the Committee is most grateful to everyone who has registered to attend. You 
have made this Summer School possible. 

Thanks are due to everyone who has pulled together over the last few months to 
make this work: our teachers and musicians; the emcees and briefers; our local 
volunteers who have rescued the staff from the airport, brought supplies and 
equipment to campus, provided food for the parties and organized local tours. I 
also want to thank the members of the Summer Events Committee. It has been 
wonderful working with you. This year has presented us with some serious 
challenges, but I believe that we have overcome them. 

Please get your dancing shoes on! 

Kathy Simonsen 
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List of Summer Events Committee and Contacts 
Kathy Simonsen – Director  Room B301B 709-351-3979 
Ward Fleri – Assistant Director  Room B308C 619-990-8909 
Marjorie McLaughlin – Registrar Room B404A 619-368-7077 
Sharon Barker – Hospitality  Room B215A 403-701-3218 
Gael Forster – Education Coordinator Room B301A  
 
We are here to make your stay as pleasant as possible. Please ask us if you 
have any questions. 
 
Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that the land in which we gather for Summer School is the 
traditional territories of the people of the Treaty 7 region in Southern Alberta, 
which includes the Blackfoot Confederacy (comprising the Siksika, Piikani and 
Kainai First Nations), the Tsuut’ina First Nation, and the Stoney Nakoda 
(including the Chiniki, Bearspaw, and Wesley First Nations). The City of Calgary 
is also home to the Métis Nation of Alberta, Region III. 
 

COVID Protocols 
The Summer Events Committee wants Summer School to be as safe as possible – 
take home memories, not Covid-19! 
Please read the following carefully. 

1. All participants should test themselves within 48 hours before arrival with a 
PCR test if possible and a rapid test if not. 

2. All participants should bring at least five additional rapid tests with them. 
Please test after checking in and again 24 hours later. 

3. Since Covid is most easily passed while people are eating, participants will 
eat with those with whom they are sharing their accommodations for the first 
48 hours. 

4. All participants are required to wear masks while indoors. 
5. Hand sanitizer will be available – participants are asked to use it frequently. 
6. Anyone who feels ill should isolate, use a rapid test, and contact the 

organizers immediately. 
7. Participants will be asked to fill out and sign an attestation form concerning 

testing and exposure. 
We know that it may be a challenge to find rapid tests. They are available upon 
request at pharmacies in Alberta. The organizers will have some available for 
anyone who wasn’t able to bring tests.  
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Campus Information 
Mount Royal University, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
Residence address: Mount Royal West Residence B  
200 Mt Royal Circle SW, Calgary, AB T3E 7P7 
Telephone: +1 403-440-6275 
Toll Free: +1 866-264-7875 

https://www.mtroyal.ca/CampusServices/LivingonCampus/ 
Security and Keys – Your room key opens your suite and your bedroom. It is recommended that 
you keep your room door locked at all times. 
Lost keys – A $25 fee will be assessed by MRU for any key that is lost of not returned at check 
out. Please report any lost key immediately to the Information Desk in the residence hall.  
Quiet Hours – Courtesy quiet hours are in effect from 10 pm to 8 am. 
Check in time – if you are arriving early, check in at the Information Desk in the residence hall 
after 3 pm. 
Check out time – 11 am on the day of departure. Bags may be left for a period of time in the 
Residence Lounge / Conference Room on Sunday, July 31st. 
Information Desk – There is an Information Desk in the main entrance hall of the residence 
building. It is staffed Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 10 pm, and from 10 am to 10 pm on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
Emergencies 

Ø Major emergencies – call 911. 
Ø Each unit has a list of emergency phone numbers. Front desk staff are available during 

their working hours. To contact Campus Security call +1-403-440-6897, or go in person 
to the Security Office, which is just inside the West Gate entrance. 

Ø Medical emergencies – Rockyview General Hospital, 7007 14th St. NW, Calgary; +1-
403-943-3000. 

Internet – In the residence, the wireless network provided is Wireless-N technology. Use the 
guest user name and password provided to you at check-in. WiFi for the rest of campus is a 
public network called MRvisitor. Most users will have to connect to the network, then launch a 
webpage to prompt the “accept terms” page. 
Housekeeping – Cleaning is no longer provided, but towels and linens may be exchanged at the 
front desk. 
Laundry - Laundry rooms in West Residences are now equipped with smartphone-operated 
washers and dryers. The machines are owned by Coinamatic, and you can pay for your laundry 
through Coinamatic's mobile app.  For more information about the app, please go to their 
website. If you do not want to use the app (or can’t), there is a system which allows you to set up 
an account right on site and put the money into the system using the console that is there. There 
are instructions. Use your unit key to access the laundry room. The laundry room has a sitting 
room and television. Detergent is available for purchase. 
Kitchen Facilities – Each suite includes a kitchen and basic utensils. If you use the dishes in 
your suite, you must wash them. 
Garbage – Please empty your own garbage, if necessary, during your stay. There are garbage 
and recycling bins outside the apartments. Please keep the spaces you are using clean and tidy. 
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Dining – All meals, except the banquet on Saturday, are served in the Recreation Concourse, 
Level 2 of the Recreation Building. Please remember to wear your name tag at all times. 
Dance, Fitness Studios and the Stanley Gym – No outdoor shoes are allowed on the floors in 
these spaces. Please remove your shoes at the door. 
ATMs – There are several ATMs located near the dance spaces. On campus maps, they are 
noted with a “$” icon. There are two on Level 1. 
Alcohol – Please restrict all alcohol consumption to your suite. Open alcohol is not permitted in 
hallways, common areas, porches, walkways or other University property. 
Smoking – Smoking is prohibited in all residence facilities and within 3 meters of all entrances 
and exits to the residence buildings. Mount Royal has a campus-wide smoking policy and 
smoking is allowed only in designated outdoor areas of campus. Outdoor smoking will be 
permitted only in the following locations: 

• Arts courtyard (access from T-wing, east of the Faculty of Arts building) 
• Patio between Cougar Inn and Faculty Lounge (third level)  
• Wyckham House patio (beside Liberty Lounge)  
• Lower patio near Courtside Café (east of the amphitheatre)  
• Northwest corner of the Faculty of Arts building (beside Lot E4)  
• Designated areas for East and West Residences will also be clearly identified  

Parking – Parking is complimentary if you are staying in the Residence. Parking passes are 
given out at check-in. You will need to provide the license plate number and the name of the 
owner. You can park in any of the permit lots, with lots 1 and 2 being the closest to the 
Residences and the Recreation building. Non-residents may apply in advance for a parking 
permit for the Bethany Chapel of Calgary at 333 Richardson Way SW, which is $30 for a week. 
Fragrance Free – For the comfort of all, please refrain from wearing perfume or other products 
with strong fragrances. 
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Morning SCD Class Descriptions 
Please note that the Experienced and Low Impact classes were combined because 
we were compelled to cut expenses. Your assigned dance class is identified on 
your registration package. Please do not switch classes unannounced, but consult 
with the director or registrar and the teachers first. All our teachers are excellent 
and each class will be marvelous. 

Focusing on Fundamentals: This course is for new and recent dancers (1-4 years), as well 
as returning dancers and anyone who is interested in really working on the basics of good feet, 
arms and hands, and good eye contact. Build your confidence and your knowledge of the central 
formations of Scottish Country Dancing. 

Experienced / Low Impact: This course is for dancers who have been dancing for 5+ years 
and are familiar with most of the formations used in Scottish country dancing. Dancers can 
expect teachers to include step-practice and to explore aspects of good technique as part of the 
class. This course will also include low-impact techniques and will be suitable for anyone who is 
injured, needs to be careful, or is interested in exploring ways to keep dancing as long as 
possible. 

Challenge: This course is for dancers who have been dancing for 5+ years and are familiar 
with most of the formations used in Scottish country dancing. Are you up for an hour of highland 
schottische setting at 9 am on a Monday morning? Are you someone who will be able to dance 
all morning, all afternoon, all evening and still want to go for a midnight hike? Then this is the 
course for you. 
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Optional Afternoon Class Descriptions 
Angels (Every Afternoon – 2 session, 1:30-3, 3:15-4:45) 
The Teachers’ Candidates need you! Come out and support the new generation of SCD teachers 
by giving them dancers to practice on. 
Ball Practice (Thursday & Saturday, 1:30-3) 
These sessions provide a chance to review the dances on the Ball program. 
Basic Waltz (Monday, 3:15-4:45) 
The only thing better than the Poussette Right Round is a Waltz, because it lasts much longer 
than 8 bars and is so much easier to learn. No one wants to sit on the sidelines while a waltz is 
played, so come learn the basics to waltz with confidence. Partners are not necessary, just the 
ability to count to three. 
Celtic Meditation (Thursday, 3:15-4:45) 
An opportunity to listen to Celtic music and explore Celtic designs. Talking is optional. 
Core Training for Instructors (CTI) Discussion (Tuesday, 4:45-5:30) 
The RSCDS CTI (Core Training for Instructors) course was developed to fill the gap between 
the Basic Teaching Skills and the Full Certification Program. What is it all about and what is 
involved? Come join us for a brief introduction and Q&A session all about the program.  
This session is open to anyone who is interested in finding out more about the CTI program or 
who may be interested in taking the course. 
Evening Dances (Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 1:30-3) 
An opportunity to practice some of the dances that appear on that evening’s dance program. 
Since all the dances for the Summer School Ball are included in the evening social dances, some 
Ball dances may be included. 
Experienced Highland Dance (Friday, 3:15-4:45) 
In this class Robert will teach the dance, Hebridean Laddie, which is the Hebridean version of 
Highland Laddie and includes movements not used in competitive highland dance. Experience 
with highland dancing will be helpful, but all are welcome to try the class. 
Gold Star Reception (Monday, 4:45-5:30) 
An opportunity for participants attending their first Summer School to meet the Summer School 
organizers and each other. First timers have a star on their name tags. 
Highland Steps for SCD (Tuesday, 3:15-4:45) 
Come learn highland setting steps that you can use in dances such as The Glasgow Highlanders, 
The Axum Reel, The Eightsome Reel, and The Buchan Eightsome. 
In the Heart of Midlothian (Thursday, 3:15-4:45) 
The RSCDS recently published a book and CD of dances and music reproduced from an 1820 
leaflet. Sir Walter Scott's very popular novel The Heart of Midlothian was published in 1818, 
and the dances are all named for characters in the book. The dances provide an opportunity to 
explore the relationship between modern SCD and its historical roots. Plus, you'll learn how to 
dance a waltz poussette! This class is open to all levels of dancers. 
Personal Technique Beginner / Intermediate (Monday 1:30-3) 
This class, limited to 8 dancers, will help newer dancers improve their technique and receive 
individual feedback. 
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Personal Technique Intermediate / Advanced (Thursday 3:15-4:45; Friday 
1:30-3) 
These classes, limited to 8 dancers, will help more experienced dancers improve their technique 
and receive individual feedback. 
Take Five (Tuesday, 1:30-3) 
Have you ever waited around in class for a sixth person to show up to start dancing?  Or do you 
have a hankering for something new and different, a walk on the wild side of SCD?  Well, here 
is your chance!  Come learn some reels, jigs, and strathspeys devised for five individual dancers 
in a variety of configurations.   
Tribute Class (Thursday, 1:30-3) 
A dance class for anyone who is teaching Scottish Country Dancing. During this class we will 
pay tribute to those who founded the TAC and ensured its legacy. 
Yoga: Core and Balance (Monday, 3:15-4:45) 
A gentle yoga class suitable for all experience levels; focus on strengthening core and balance to 
support dancing.  
Yoga: Relaxing and Restoring (Friday, 3:15-4:45) 
A gentle yoga class suitable for all experience levels; focus on relaxing and restoring muscles 
and connective tissue near the end of a challenging week. 
Both yoga classes will be led by Alan Twhigg. Alan is a certified yoga instructor, having 
completed a 200-hour course of training from the Soma Yoga Institute, which specializes in a 
therapeutic approach to yoga. He has been a yoga practitioner for over 20 years. 
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Teacher Biographies 
Raphaëlle Orgeret – TCW and Summer School, 
Lyon, France 
I was introduced to Scottish dancing by my mother and attended 
Summer School for the first time in 1998. I was hooked and 
haven't stopped dancing since. I passed the Teacher’s Certificate 
in St Andrews in 2008. I teach a Lyon Branch class and a 
children’s class. For several years I have coached a team for the 
Newcastle Festival made up of friends from across Europe and 
called it the International Team. Since then, I coached my own 
Lyon branch team for the competition. I have been the Branch 
Chairman since 2016 and I organise weekend schools and other 
events for the branch. My branch has a large and important 
number of teenagers, who keep me on my toes! 
  
I've taught at the RSCDS Summer School, Winter School in 
Pitlochry, and at several Spring Flings as well as workshops 
across Europe. I was lucky enough to teach at the Australian 

Winter School and Asilomar weekend. These experiences were wonderful, I've met so many 
lovely people, danced to incredible musicians, and experienced new ways of dancing. I'm very 
much looking forward to discovering Canada and meeting you all! 

 
Robert McOwen – Summer School, Boston, MA 
Robert began Scottish country and highland dancing in Berkeley, California in 1973. He 
received the Teaching Certificate of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society (RSCDS) by 
examination in Scotland in 1980, and since then has taught at dance camps and workshops across 
the United States, and in Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and Australia. He also conducted the 
class for candidates for the Teaching Certificate for the RSCDS in Boston in 1986. Robert 
became a member of the Scottish Dance Teachers’ Alliance in 1987 and has taught, competed in, 
and performed highland dancing at various events across the United States, including Bonnie 

Rideout's "Scottish Christmas" Tour 1999-2005. He 
has taught weekly classes in highland dancing in the 
Boston area and has trained dancers to compete in 
highland games in the New England Area. In 2002, he 
and Karen Mahoney formed Highland Dance Boston, 
a performing company. Robert has also been artistic 
director of Scottish dance and music concerts in 
Boston, including Burns Night Concerts with Jean 
Redpath and Alasdair Fraser. In addition, he has done 
some theatrical work with community theatre groups, 
including the choreography for a production of 
Brigadoon in 1991. As a musician, Robert has been 
playing Scottish music for dances and concerts since 
1974; he appears on recordings with the Berkeley 
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Scottish Players, Tullochgorum, Pipes Awa', Muckle Carfuffle, and Sprig of Ivy. In his "spare 
time", Robert is a Professor of Mathematics at Northeastern University. 
 

 
Jeanne Moody – Summer School, San 
Diego, CA 
I started Scottish Country Dancing at Bryn Mawr College 
in the Delaware Valley Branch, PA, then continued dancing 
in Portland, OR, and now San Diego, CA. It’s been my 
pleasure to teach a dedicated beginner’s class since 
receiving my teaching certification in 2012, and my deepest 
satisfaction comes from the core group who return every 
season to welcome new dancers. I’ve been fortunate to 
teach at the Asilomar weekend, Truckee, and New Mexico. 
The pandemic gave me the opportunity to expand to online 
instruction where I welcomed a weekly class of dancers 
from all over California. My living room floor has never 
been so consistently swept! I had the great honor of 
teaching a DSAH class but am very happy to return to 
dancing in person. 

When not dancing I work as a medicinal chemist in drug discovery. It’s a challenging and 
rewarding pursuit. 

I absolutely love sharing the joy of this dance form. It is my hope to always make dancing 
approachable and elegant – “to make the music visible.” May our capacity to celebrate our 
music, our dancing, and the rich and varied community of SCD always grow! 
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Musician Biographies 
Judi Nicolson, Music Director, Denton, Texas 
Scottish fiddler Judi Nicolson is a consummate performer. Her dynamic fiddling, engaging stage 
presence, and deep understanding of Scotland's music have created a demand for her solo 
appearances, concerts and dances throughout the UK and Americas with a variety of groups. Judi 
has adjudicated numerous Scottish Fiddle competitions including the Glenfiddich Scottish 
Championship. She is a USA-approved Scottish F.I.R.E. judge (Scottish Fiddling Revival, Ltd. 
of North America) and has adjudicated several US Scottish Fiddle Competitions. This year she 
adjudicated the Dan R. MacDonald Fiddle Competition for the North American Scottish 
Performing Arts Classic, and the Banchory Festival in her Scottish hometown.  
 
Although classically trained from an early age, Judi’s passion was to play Traditional Scottish 
Fiddle Music. By the age of fifteen, she had won three major Open Scottish Fiddle 
Championships. Judi went on to play throughout the UK both as a soloist and with some of the 
finest Scottish Dance Bands. Over the years, she has recorded numerous sessions for Radio and 

appeared on television and in theatre.  
 
Judi married musician Ian Nicolson from 
Shetland and lived there for 15 years 
between 1989 and 2004. During that time, 
she was archivist to the Shetland Musical 
Heritage Trust, transcribing the works of the 
late Dr. Tom Anderson. Judi also taught 
traditional fiddle music in schools 
throughout the Island before moving back to 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland in 2004, where she 
continued teaching both classical and 
traditional fiddle in schools.  
 
In 2008 Judi relocated to Katy, Texas with 
her husband and family and has since been 

teaching and playing for concerts, ceilidhs, Scottish Country dances, workshops, and RSCDS 
Balls throughout the US and Canada. She has recorded 4 solo albums and 14 albums with a 
variety of great musicians including her CD ‘Fiddle My Style’ in 2017 along with fellow 
musicians Kathy Fraser-Collins (Piano and Accordion), Fred Collins (Drums) and Rob Wolanski 
(Double Bass and Guitar). Her book of compositions, ‘Waves of Sound’, was published in 2002, 
and a second book ‘Fiddle My Style’ was published in 2018. An exciting new CD ‘Fire Away’, 
was released in January 2020 along with Scottish accordionist Ian Muir, Kathy Fraser- Collins, 
Fred Collins, and Rob Wolanski. 
 
In 2019 Judi was Music Director for Boston Harbor Fiddle School. She was a musician for 
Adelaide and Melbourne Winter Schools, Australia, in 2017 and 2019 respectfully. She will be 
returning to Perth, Australia to play for their Winter School in September this year. Judi has 
played for several TAC Summer Schools and is delighted to be Musical Director for 2022 in 
Calgary. 
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Ian Muir, Prestwick, Scotland 
Ian has been playing for Scottish dancing in all its forms for the past 40 years.  Scottish Country 
Dancing, Ceilidh, and Old-Time dancing have been the mainstay of his long career in music.  As 
well as playing for dancing he has performed solo in Scottish Variety theatres throughout the 
country and has toured extensively in Europe and the Middle East.  He formed his own Scottish 
danced band in 1984 and has been a regular contributor on BBC Radio Scotland’s ‘Take the 
Floor’ programme as a bandleader and for two summer seasons was the programme’s presenter. 
 

He combines playing duties with his tutorial role as 
Principal Accordion Tutor in the Scottish Music 
Department at the prestigious Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland, a post that he has held for 23 years. 

Since 2012 Ian has been on staff at three TAC 
Summer School events in Portland, Oregon, 
Bishops’ University in Sherbrooke, Quebec, and at 
UBC in Vancouver.  He played at the Vancouver 
Branch’s 50th-anniversary celebrations, the San 
Francisco Branch’s Asilomar weekend in California 
in 2013, and the Edmonton, Alberta weekend 
school. 

Recent studio recordings include RSCDS Book 51, a 
commission by Bill Little for part of his 
Carlingwork Collection, and a recent collaboration 

with Judi Nicolson, Kathy Fraser-Collins, and Fred Collins in the album “Fire Away.” 

Ian is very much looking forward to playing at the TAC Summer Events in Calgary! 
 
Kathy Fraser-Collins, Ste. Anne de Prescott, Ontario 
Kathy was born in a rural farming community near the Scottish settlement of Glengarry County, 
Ontario. She began playing the piano at age 5 and spent 35 years performing with Bobby Brown 
and the Scottish Accent and Cape Breton Symphony Fiddlers for many tours, workshops, dances, 
and recordings. With degrees from McGill and University of Toronto, she taught high school 
music from 1980 to 2009, retiring from her hometown school in Vankleek Hill, Ontario. Kathy 
was inducted into the Glengarry Celtic Music Hall of Fame in 2014. Along with her husband 
Fred, she remains very involved in the music scene in their area. They are members of the 
Quigley Highlanders Pipes and Drums, E.H. Gospel Sound, and enjoy promoting young local 
musicians through their own Torridon Scottish Dance Band. They recently have been privileged 
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to work with many other outstanding musicians 
including Judi Nicolson and Ian Muir and were 
thrilled to collaborate with them on our new CD 
“Fire Away”! Kathy was honoured to be named 
Music Director for the 2015 and 2016 TAC 
Summer Schools and is thrilled to be participating 
once again in Summer School 2022. 
 

 
 
 

 

Fred Collins, Ste. Anne de Prescott, Ontario 
Drumming was an early passion for Dundee-born Fred Collins and the opportunity came when 
he joined the Boys’ Brigade at age 12. Fred soon became a member of the competitive MacLeod  
Pipe Band performing at highland games throughout Scotland. With members of his Boys’ 

Brigade, he formed a Scottish Country Dance band 
“The Gie Gordons” while also being called upon to 
play with such bands as Jimmy Shand, Angus Fitchet, 
and John Ellis. On a “holiday” to Canada in 1954, 
Fred was immediately recruited by the Toronto 
Scottish Pipe Band and shortly thereafter joined Ed 
Brydie & “The Four Scots”, providing music for the 
first SCD class in Toronto. 
After two years back in Dundee, Fred returned to 
Canada in 1964 and over the years was a member of a 
variety of dance bands including Stan Hamilton, 
Angus MacKinnon, Don Bartlett, Alex Jappy, Bobby 
Brown & the Scottish Accent, and the Cape Breton 
Symphony Fiddlers. Fred’s ‘other’ life has included a 
managerial position with Shell Canada, his own 
renovation company, percussion tutor and repair 
technician, and last but not least............farmer!!!! 
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Mary Ross, Victoria, British Columbia 
Mary Ross lives in Victoria, BC, and is a member of the Van 
Isle Scottish Country Dance Society and the RSCDS 
Vancouver Branch. She has enjoyed providing music for 
Scottish Country Dance events since 1991 and was honoured 
to receive the Bobby Brown Memorial Scholarship at TAC 
Summer school 2015 in Farmville, Virginia. 

Highland dancing and accordion instruction started at a 
young age. After graduating with a Bachelor of Education 
with a music major, she moved to Victoria and taught 
elementary school for six years. During this time, she 
offered accordion instruction and started a student accordion 
band. Among her other pursuits she has been a Feis 
Musician for Irish Dance competitions, an accordionist for 
German Schuhplattler Dancers, and an accompanist for a 
Scottish musician/comedian for 35 years. She has been an 
accompanist to the Victoria Police Chorus since 2000. 

“It is a great pleasure to be invited to TAC summer school 2022 in Calgary and have the 
opportunity to share the stage with the fabulous lineup of musicians.” 
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Bobby Brown Music Apprentice 
Connie Walker, from Orange County California, fell in love 
with traditional Highland Scottish music during a trip to 
Scotland more than 15 years ago, long before she had ever 
heard of Scottish Country Dancing. Now a SCD teacher with 
her Preliminary Certificate, the music is still what keeps her 
inspired. Classically trained on the piano as a child, without 
easy access to a piano, she stopped playing after college for 
many years. Going to Scotland and discovering Scottish music 
led to an acquaintance with Scottish Country Dancing – after 
all, how can one listen to this music and not dance to it - which, 
in turn, led to friendships all over California and around the 
world. When a fellow dancer, Martha Matthews, was looking 
for musicians to start a SCD band in Southern California four 

years ago, Connie, just retired, immediately jumped at the opportunity. One new keyboard later, 
the beginnings of the SO-CALedonians was formed. Since the end of pandemic lock-downs, the 
band has been invited to play at many events, including weddings, ceilidhs, and dances. Connie 
is looking forward to learning as much as she can about the ins and outs of Scottish Country 
Dance music, and bringing it home to her fellow musicians. 

Bob Blackie Scholar 
With a mix of Scottish and Ukrainian Heritage, Rhianna Clyde has been dancing for the last 12 
years. For the last 10 years Rhianna has danced with the Edmonton Branch of the RSCDS. Her 
teachers have included Louise McGillivray, Monty Montgomery, Bernadette Thill, Barbara 
Johnston, and Irene Townsend. Rhianna has attended 
workshops in Red Deer, Lethbridge, Edmonton and Asilomar. 
She is looking forward to her first Summer School and 
attending Asilomar again in November. When not Scottish 
dancing, Rhianna spends a large amount of time at the 
Shumka School of Dance. Currently she spends 12 to 14 hours 
a week training in Ukrainian, Ballet and Contemporary. In the 
fall she wants to add Hip Hop to her repertoire as she currently 
feels she doesn’t spend enough time in a dance studio. She is 
also going into her last year of the Shumka School of Dance 
and next spring will be auditioning with many of Edmonton’s 
Ukrainian Dance Ensembles. In the summer when she is 
forced to take a break from dancing, Rhianna spends time 
binge watching TV, listening to music, and making her father 
keep up to her on her road bike. Rhianna has attended Camp 
Yowochas as a camper for the last 9 years.  When Summer School is complete, she has a week 
off then will spend 3 weeks at Yowochas in their Counsellor in Training program.  Her goal is 
then to spend summers working as a counsellor. 

She is currently going into Grade 11 so she will be dancing in Edmonton for at least a 
couple of years.  After that she is sure wherever she ends up, dance and the love of music will be 
an integral part of her life.  
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TAC Books & TAC Sound 
TAC Books – Freda Osborne 

TAC Sound – Melissa Whitson & Ken Heinemann 
 

Both shops will be located in U111 and open until Friday, July 29th. 
Freda, Melissa and Ken are looking forward to seeing you! 

Store hours will be posted on the door. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scottish Shoppe 
The Scottish Shoppe opened in Calgary in 1971. Jim Osborne took over the 

business in 1996 and has been serving Scottish country dancers in Western Canada 
ever since. They carry a wide selection of goods from the British Isles including 
food, souvenirs, books, jewelry, clothing and the Thistle Shoes brand of Scottish 

country dance shoes. 
The shop will be in U111 from July 27 to 29, or you can visit their retail location at 

106A 10th St. NW in the Kensington Shopping District of Calgary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to shop ‘til you drop! 
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Week’s Schedule – Your Week at a Glance 

 
 
Morning Class Schedule 

 
  

 Sunday 
July 24 

Monday 
July 25 

Tuesday 
July 26 

Wednesday 
July 27 

Thursday 
July 28 

Friday 
July 29 

Saturday 
July 30 

Sunday 
July 31 

7:00-8:30    Breakfast in the Recreation Concourse                       

9:00-11:30    Morning Classes    

11:45-1:15    Lunch in the Recreation Concourse  

1:30-5:30 Registration 
in Residence 
Lounge (until 
6 pm) 

Afternoon classes Free time or 
tours 

Afternoon classes    

5:30-6:45    Dinner in the Recreation Concourse Reception 
5:30 
Banquet 
6:15 
Ross 
Glen Hall 

 

7:30-10:00 Orientation &  
Welcome 
Dance 

Local 
Favourites 
Dance 

Western 
Theme 
Dance 

English and 
Ceilidh 
Dancing 

Ceilidh in Jenkins 
Theatre 

Weekend 
Welcome 
Dance 

Ball 
8:00 

 

10:00 
onwards 

  Reception in Residence Conference Room   

 

 

 
9:00 – 11:30 

Monday 
July 25 

Tuesday 
July 26 

Wednesday 
July 27 

Thursday 
July 28 

Friday 
July 29 

Saturday 
July 30 

 
Challenge 

Room I 124 
 
 

 
Raphaëlle  

Judi & Kathy 

 
Raphaëlle 

Judi & Kathy 
Connie 

 
Robert 

Ian 
Connie 

 
Jeanne 
Mary 

 
 

 
Raphaëlle  

Ian 

 
 
 

Combined Class 
Stanley Gym 
9:00 – 11:30 

 
Jeanne  

Raphaëlle  
Robert 

 
Musicians 

 
Experienced / 
Low Impact 
Stanley Gym 

 

 
Jeanne 

Ian 

 
Jeanne 

Ian 
 

 
Raphaëlle  

Mary 

 
Robert  

Judi & Kathy 
 

 
Jeanne 
Mary 

Connie 
 

 
Fundamentals 
Room U 155 
U 159 on July 

28 & 29 

 
Robert  
Mary 

 
Robert  
Mary 

 
Jeanne 

Judi & Kathy 
 

 
Raphaëlle 

Ian 
Connie 

 

 
Robert 

Judi & Kathy 
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Afternoon Class Schedule  
Monday to Wednesday 
See class descriptions on Pages 8-9.  

  Monday  
July 25 

Tuesday  
July 26 

Wed. 
July 27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:30 
– 

3:00 

Room 
I124 

 

Personal Technique 
Beginner / Intermediate 

Linda Henderson 
Limit – 8 

  

Take Five 
Ward Fleri 

 
 
 
 

No 
 

Classes 
 
 

------------ 
 
 

Free Time 
 

or  
 

Tours 
 

or  
 

Be an Angel! 
The Unit 5 

Candidates need 
you! 

 
 

 
 

Stanley 
Gym 

Evening Dances 
David Booz 

IAN 
The Magic Airt O’Gow 

The Howe O’Fife 

Evening Dances 
Vicky Zeltins 

IAN 
The Compleat Gardener 

Gang the Same Gate 
Polharrow Burn 

Room 
I128 

Angels Angels 

Room 
U159 

Angels Angels 

Conference 
Room 

RB 1052 
 

Music Class 
Judi Nicolson & Kathy 

Fraser-Collins 

Music Class 
Judi Nicolson & Kathy 

Fraser-Collins 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3:15 
– 

4:45 

Room 
I124 

 

Basic Waltz 
Ellen Sears 

MARY 

Highland Steps 
Robert McOwen  

MARY 

Room 
U155 

Yoga: Core 
Alan Twhigg 

 

Room 
I128 

Angels Angels 

Room 
U159 

Angels Angels 

W240   

    

4:45 
–  

5:30 

Residence 
Lounge / 

Conf. Room 

GOLD STAR 
RECEPTION 

Talk: CTI 
Fiona Miller 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 20 

Thursday to Saturday 
  Thursday 

July 28 
Friday 
July 29 

Saturday 
July 30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:30 
– 

3:00 

Room 
I124 

[2000 sf] 

Ball Practice 
Ken Saunders 

IAN 
Up in the Air 

The Shetland Shepherdess 
The Summer Assembly 
Middling, Thank You 

Personal Technique 
Intermediate / Advanced 

Moira Korus 
Limit - 8 

 
 
 
 
 

Ball Practice 

Stanley Gym 

Eileen Hsu 
 

Stanley 
Gym 

Tribute Class 
Fiona Miller 

MARY 
 

Evening Dances 
Trina Merriman 

IAN 
The Flower of Glasgow 
Neil Gow’s Farewell to 

Whisky 
The Chequered Court 
CherrybankGardens 

Room 
I128 

Exam Angels Exam Angels  

Room 
U159 

   

Conference 
Room 

RB 1052 
 

Music Class 
Judi Nicolson & Kathy 

Fraser-Collins 

Music Class 
Judi Nicolson & Kathy 

Fraser-Collins 

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3:15 
– 

4:45 

Room 
I124 

[2000 sf] 

In the heart of Midlothian 
Marjorie McLaughlin 

CD 

Experienced Highland 
Robert McOwen 

MARY 

 
No 

 
Classes 

 
----------- 

 
Free Time 

Room 
U155 

  

Room 
I128 

Exam Angels Exam Angels 

Room 
U159 

Personal Technique 
Intermediate / Advanced 

Alan Twhigg 
Limit - 8 

Yoga: Relaxing 
Alan Twhigg 

W240 Celtic Meditation 
Vicky Zeltins 

  
 

    

4:45 
–  

5:30 

Residence 
Lounge / 

Conf. Room 
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Evening Dance Programs 
All evening events, except for the Ceilidh, will be held in the Stanley Gym. The Ceilidh will take 
place in the Jenkins Theatre. 
The programs for the Summer School Evening Dances were created by Sharon Barker. 
 
Sunday, July 24th, Welcome Dance 
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/32014/ 
Emcee: Ellen Sears 
Jubilee Jig    J-3C  The Summer Assembly R-4C Sq 
Up in the Air    S-3C  Kendall’s Hornpipe  J-2C 
The Australian Ladies   R-3C  Wisp of Thistle  S-3C 
The Shetland Shepherdess  J-3C  Middling, Thank You  J-3C 
Triple Happiness   S-3C Set Sleepy Maggie  R-3C 
 
Monday, July 25th, Local Favourites Night 
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/32015/ 
Emcee: Sharon Barker 
It’s Nae Bother   J-2C  The Magic Airt O’Gow S-2C 
Crom Allt    R-3C  The Ullapool Ferry  R-4C Sq 
Howe O’Fife    S-3C Set Gothenburg’s Welcome J-3C 
The Clansman    R-2C  Barbara’s Strathspey  S-3C 
The White Heather Jig  J-4C  Trip to Timber Ridge  R-3C 
 
Tuesday, July 26th, Western Theme Night 
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/32032/ 
Emcee: Gordon Robinson 
The Packhorse Rant   R-RR  Gang the Same Gate  S-3C 
The Compleat Gardener  J-3C  The Golden Hornpipe  R-4C 
Neidpath Castle   S-3C Set Light and Airy   J-3C 
Polharrow Burn   R-5C  The Silver Tassie  S-3C 
The Scots Bonnet   J-3C  The Countess of Elgin  R-3C 
 
Friday, July 29th, Weekend Welcome Dance 
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/32033/ 
Emcee: Ward Fleri 
Come What May   J-2C  Maple Leaf Rant  R-3C 
The Flower of Glasgow  S-3C Set Yorkshire Lasses  J-3C 
Niel Gow’s Farewell to Whisky R-RR  John McAlpin   S-3C 
The Chequered Court   J-3C  Ian Powrie’s Farewell… J-4C Sq 
Cherrybank Gardens   S-3C set General Stuart’s Reel  R-3C 
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Banquet and Ball Program, Saturday, July 30th 
 
Reception and Banquet 
Ross Glen Hall, 5:30 pm 
 
Ball 
Stanley Gym, 8 pm 

Program: Kathy Simonsen 
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/32043/ 
Piper: Ross Barker 
Grand March: Sharon Barker & Nancy Laing 
Emcee: Kathy Simonsen with Ward Fleri, Gael Forster, Marjorie McLaughlin & 
Ellen Sears 
 
The Shetland Shepherdess 8x32 Jig for 3 couples  3rd Graded Book 
The Summer Assembly  1x88 Reel in a square set  Book 35 
Barbara’s Strathspey  8x32 Strathspey for 3 couples Book 46 
The Chequered Court  8x32 Jig for 3 couples  Book 42 
Polharrow Burn   5x32 Reel for 5 couples  Magazine Dances 
The Magic Airt O’Gow  8x32 Strathspey for 2 couples Drewry, Rondel 
Middling, Thank You  8x40 Jig for 3 couples  Book 15 
Up in the Air   8x32 Strathspey for 3 couples Book 20 
The Clansman   6x32 Reel for 2 couples  Book 32 
    BREAK 
The Scots Bonnet   8x32 Jig for 3 couples  Book 10 
Gang the Same Gate  8x32 Strathspey for 3 couples Book 36 
Niel Gow’s Farewell to Whisky 4x48 Reel Round the Room Book 34 
The Flower of Glasgow  3x32 Strathspey for 3 couples Book 46 
Gothenburg’s Welcome  8x32 Jig for 3 couples  Book 37 
The Countess of Elgin  8x32 Reel for 3 couples  Dunfermline 90th  
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